George Charles Murduck’s First Sweetheart – Muriel Ockenden

Following his death in Kingston, Ontario, in June, 2011, a small collection of photographic
prints and negatives was found amongst the possessions of George Charles Murduck. Born
in early 1921, George was raised in the east end of Toronto, living just east of the Victoria
Park Avenue and Danforth Avenue intersection. Muriel Ockenden, also born in Toronto in
1921, appears to have been George's first 'sweeheart'.

Amongst George's possessions, found in his home after he died in Kingston, Ontario,
Canada, in mid-2011, was a small metal Player’s “Mild” Navy Cut Cigarette tin. The tin
itself is a flat rectangular affair, with a hinged lid, about 5 ¾” by 4 ¼” in size, about ½” tall.
It probably dated from 1939 – it is primarily gold coloured, trimmed with red, and the image
of the King and Queen of England was impressed into the lid inside a red medallion on the
left side of the lid. It was probably a commemorative package produced for the Royal Visit
of 1939. My father never smoked, but tins like this became holders of precious things for
many years.
Inside the tin was what was once a white paper envelope, but which was by then very
yellowed, of about the same dimensions as the tin. It was stuffed to the full depth of the tin
with what turned out to be a collection of photographic prints and negatives – images
unquestionably created by George – he was an avid amateur photographer throughout his
life. Photographs printed from several of the negatives were present, but there were also
prints from missing negatives and negatives with no prints evident.
The collection comprises some 36 items in all, with negative images in four different sizes.
Many of the prints for which no negatives can be found show the image of the same girl,
across the span of maybe four or five years.

One of the images is a print on paper, which must have been something that George created
as a contact print.
In his handwriting was the following:

Muriel
Ockenden
152 Hanson Ave.;
Toronto, Ontario.,
Ho 9310
followed by the type of image George
often produced in the period.

Investigations have concluded that Muriel Ockenden was the daughter of William Herbert
Ockenden and Sally Dawson – they had married in Toronto in 1914. The couple were living
at No. 152 Hanson Street in Toronto’s east end from at least late 1921. William and Sally
continued to reside at this address until at least 1974. He was described in some federal
Voters Lists 1935-1974 as being a ‘gardener’ and later as a ‘janitor’.

Another of the photos in this small collection
shows a young girl standing in a garden
beside a small chair with a doll propped
therein.
The print is creased and torn in a few places,
and quite faded.
On the back of the print, in pen and ink,
in a style of handwriting that’s
not familiar to me, is:

Muriel Ockenden
age 3 yrs
Aug 1924

A total of seven additional photographic prints showing Muriel Ockenden by herself can be
found in this small collection. Two of them have notations on the back, in pencil.
The first has the following notation:

Muriel
Dancing Recital
1937

The second additional photograph found with a notation written on the back is striking. It’s
an early colour photographic print. George experimented extensively with colour
photography in the late 1930s, and this must be one of his early images.
The photo shows Muriel, with the additional notation in pencil on the back “1938”. She
appears in a white hat, white shoes, and white coatlet, over a turquoise dress. She is posing
on the walk leading to George’s parents’ home on Emmott Avenue in Toronto.
The print itself is cut down around the edges and is quite ‘wrinkled’ and worn. The edges of
the print are worn and rounded, as are the corners, torn in some places – this must have been
a photograph that George carried in his wallet for quite some time.

As mentioned, the remaining images of Muriel by herself have no notations as to date or
place written on the backs.
Three of the images show Muriel in what was unquestionably her parents’ back yard –
identified by the low hedge. These images can be seen on the next page.

Two of the images show Muriel in portrait style. One of them appears as a colour image.

One of the negative images for which no photographic print currently exists shows George
and Muriel standing in what we believe was her parents’ back yard.
There is only one photographic print which shows George and Muriel together in the same
image. It’s a very small print, measuring only 1 ⅛” by 1 ½”. George and Muriel appear to
be sitting on the side of a wooden bridge.
Another print of the same size, taken at the same time – indeed, probably taken within a few
minutes of the previous one (the negative showing this image is the next in sequence from
the one showing Muriel and George), shows Muriel and an unidentified girl.

The camera that took these pictures must have had a fairly small lens – we can see how each
of the prints is fairly well focused at the centre, but that the focus drops off considerably as
one’s eyes move toward the edges of the image.

Another of the very small prints in this small collection, unquestionably taken with the same
camera if not on the same day as the above two images, shows a larger group of people in a
rural setting. Muriel is in the centre front of the picture, with a white shirt. The names and
identities of the others in the photograph are unknown.

Remember, the images appearing here have been taken from very small prints, scanned and
enlarged considerably, and here we see the extreme effect of the small camera lens, great
field of view, and degrading focus at the edges in the final print.

Yet another of the very small prints in this small collection, again taken with the same
camera if not on the same day as the above two images, shows a girl on horseback.

Again, the identity of this person is unknown to us, but it’s reasonable to assume that she
might have been a friend of Muriel’s

One of the last of the photos in this small collection which pertains to Muriel Ockenden
shows part of her parents’ back yard garden.

The notation on the back of the print (again in pencil) reads

Our yard & Mr. Dovey’s
1937
Mr. Dovey was George Dovey, who lived in the late 1930s and early 1940s with his wife
Emma next door at No. 154 Hanson Street. The gardens are extensive (just as they are on
these properties today!). The fence at the back separates properties fronted on Hanson Street
from those fronted on Bastedo Street to the left.

George rarely mentioned Muriel Ockenden to anyone. Sometimes, though, when we were
poking about some of the old things he cherished, her first name only was brought up.
She must have come in to George’s life in about 1937 or 1938. We don’t know when she
disappeared from his life, but in the spring or very early summer of 1942, George met the
girl who, from that moment on, was the oft declared ‘love of his life’ – Margaret Lamont.
George Murduck and Margaret Lamont were married in Toronto on 8 December 1945.

What became of Muriel?
Muriel must have been born while her parents were living on Cavell Avenue, in east
Toronto, although city directory listings suggest that the family moved to Hanson Street
some time in late 1921 or early 1922. It’s suspected that Muriel was born in the later months
of 1921, certainly after Census Day in 1921 (1 June), as no obvious traces of her can be
found with her parents in schedules from the 1921 Census of Canada.
Muriel’s mother appears to have died sometime between the date the federal election List of
Electors was created for the 1963 election, and one was created for the 1972 election. Her
father continued to live at the Hanson Street address for several years after he retired, having
worked most recently as a janitor.
But Muriel’s name never seems to have appeared on any federal List of Electors. No
marriage notices have been found, no death notices or obituaries for herself have been found
in The Toronto Star or The Globe and Mail. It is known that neither she nor her parents
were buried in Toronto’s Mount Pleasant Cemetery.

Addendum........
Since writing the above it has been learned that Muriel was one of two children of William
Herbert and Sally [nee Dawson] Ockenden – Catherine, born 21 April 1915; and Muriel.
The following photo shows the family as it was in late 1921 or early 1922 *.

* This photograph was downloaded from the Smith Family Tree, presented on ancestry.ca by “cwelch179” on 26 December 2016

Both William and Sally had been born in England, but married in Toronto in 1914. Sally
[nee Dawson] Ockenden died in Toronto on 9 October 1964. William Herbert Ockenden
died in Toronto 27 September 1978. When Sally’s death notice was published in The
Toronto Star, Muriel was said to be the wife of “F. Lowe”. Muriel was said to be still living
when her father’s death notice was published in the same paper, although no married
surname was mentioned. Muriel was said to have been deceased, however, when her sister
Catherine’s death notice was published in the same newspaper after her death on 26 October
2013 (as the widow of Maurice Worsley). It’s obvious, then, that Muriel died some time
between 1978 and 2013.
_________

The author is very interested to learn of any other photographs showing George Charles
Murduck. Also of interest are facts which might help identify any of the other people who’s
likenesses appear in these photographs. The author welcomes any and all comments or
observations on this article.
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